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Our next meeting is Thursday, March, 17, 2022, early arrivals at 6:00 
Collecting US Large Cents types through the ages ending in 2 and 7 


Club Meeting Calendar for 2022 


Jan. 20 May 19 Sep. 15 
Feb. 17 June 16 Oct. 20 
Mar. 17 July 21 Nov. 17 
Apr. 21 Aug. 18 Dec. 15 
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An 1893 Isabella Commemorative quarter graded MS-62 by PCGS 
[Enlarge coin to150% to fill the monitor screen to better view the details] 


The Isabella Quarter 


The origin of the Isabella quarter represents an important 
segment of American history. By the time plans were being made for 
the 1893 Chicago Quadricentennial Exposition, the Women’s suffrage 
movement was beginning to gather steam. Two women played an 
important roll in the new movement, Susan B. Anthony, who by 1890 
was speaking on behalf of a woman’s right to vote. The other woman 
was Bertha Honoré Palmer. Still in her 40’s, she was the attractive wife 
of Potter Palmer, the renowned Chicago Real Estate entrepreneur and 
multi millionaire. Bertha was skilled in many areas and possessed 
administrative skills and political moxie. 
She engineered her being appointed as 
President of the Board of Lady Managers 
for the Columbian Quadricentennial 
Exposition. When it was announced that a 
commemorative half dollar was to be coined 
honoring Christopher Columbus, — she 
proposed that a quarter be struck honoring 
his patron, Queen Isabella of Spain. She 
didn’t win every battle however. When 
Charles Barber learned that Mrs. Palmer had 
proposed a female sculptor to prepare the 
design, he became irate and used his post as 
Chief Mint Engraver to select Kenyon Cox 
to do the preliminary sketches. Barber 
engraved the obverse and George Morgan 
the reverse of the kneeling woman. 





Bertha Palmer 





Collecting large cents ending in Twos & Sevens 
By Arno Safran 





An 1802 Draped Bust large cent, S-237, R2, graded VF-35 
[Enlarge coin to150% to fill the monitor screen to better view the details] 


Back in January of 2003, the author came across _ this 
interesting 1802 Draped Bust large cent at the FUN show held in 
Orlando, FL, which is a good 7 hours drive from the CSRA, but worth 
the travel time. The reported mintage for the date was 3,435,100, a 
record for that time until 1817; so technically, the 1802 cent despite 
being 220 years old is an extremely common date. The cent was the 
workhorse of the economy at the time and circulated heavily, so finding 
attractive chocolatey brown specimens like the coin shown above is a 
challenge to a collector today. In 2003 the price was just $400. The 
current prices of a similarly graded coin seen on PCGS’ Collector’s 
Corner are in the $1,200 range today. The Draped Bust large cent 
replaced the Liberty Cap type in mid 1796 and was struck each year 
through 1807. With the exception of the 1804, which is extremely rare 
and very pricey, most of the Draped Bust dates were once considered 
fairly common except for a scarce die variety that will cost more. 





An 1812 Classic Head large cent, S-190, small date, certified AU-50 


Beginning in 1807, John Reich was installed as Asst. Chief 
Engraver at the Philadelphia Mint and 1808, replaced the Draped Bust 
cent with the Classic Head design type. Varieties S-288 and 289 are of 
the large date with S-290 & 291.of the small date. The S stands for Dr. 
W. Sheldon who is best known for cataloguing the early large cents. 





(Continued on page 2, column 1) 
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Collecting Large Cents ending in Twos & Sevens 
(Continued from page 1, column 2) 










An 1812 Classic Head 1c S-291, graded VF-25 
[Enlarge coin to150% to fill the monitor screen to better view the details] 


Shown directly above is another die variety of the 1812 large 
cent but in the lower grade of VF-25, although it still appears attractive 
with a chocolatey brown hue. It is another small date variety but what 
makes it special is that the reverse was made from the same die as the 
scarce 1811/10 over-date cent shown directly below. 
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An 1811/10 Classic Head 1c S-286, R3, graded VG-10 
[Enlarge coin to150% to fill the monitor screen to better view the details] 

While the 11/10 is an even lower graded example of the 
Classic Head cent, cataloged Sheldon-286, Rarity 3, it has the same 
reverse as the 1812 Sheldon 291 atop the column. The similarity can be 
seen by enlarging the page sufficiently in order to observe a small 
horizontal line under the left side of the E in the word ONE above the 
N in CENT below it. Upon looking at the latest PCGS Collector’s 
Corner web site, there are very few to zero examples of either date in 
similar grades with a number of those ungraded as “Genuine” due to 
tampering. Finding a Draped Bust or Classic Head cents that have not 
been tampered with over the past two centuries is becoming more 
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An 1822 Coronet large cent, N-11, R2, graded AU-50 
[Enlarge coin to150% to fill the monitor screen to better view the details] 

In 1815, Chief Engraver Robert Scot was told to replace Asst. 
Engraver John Reich’s Classic Head large cent design and he came up 
with the controversial Coronet design type--sometimes negatively 
referred to as the “Matron Head”--first struck in December, 1815 but 
with the 1816 date. Since this article is being written in March, 2022, 
the author is displaying his specimen of the 200 year old 1822 Coronet 
cent he acquired back in August 1, 1997 at the ANA Convention held 
in NYC. The dealer who specialized in early large cents graded it AU- 
50 but it comes closer to an XF-45 since the hair on Miss Liberty’s 
head is not fully separated. The reported mintage for the date was 
2,072,339 but that includes the scarce 1823 Coronet cents as well. 
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An 1832 Coronet 1c, N-3, R1 graded MS-62 by PCGS 
[Enlarge coin to150% to fill the monitor screen to better view the details] 


In 1832, the reported mintage for the Coronet type large cent 
was 2,362,000, and is regarded as a common date. There were only 
three die varieties struck that year with the N-3 being the most 
common. This coin should seem familiar to the reader since it was 
displayed in the February, 2022 issue as apart of the article on the 
Coinage of 1832. For some time now, the Early American Coppers 
club has been at odds with the grading of early American copper coins 
(which also includes the half cent along with the colonial copper pieces 
struck prior to 1793 which may account for the discrepancy in the 
grading system. The reader should check the sharpness or lack thereof 
regarding certain features of Miss Liberty hair on the 1832 as to 
whether it is a really low-end uncirculated example or a high-end AU- 
58 since the hair on Liberty’s head is slightly separated. 
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1837 Coronet cents showing N-5 Plain and N-11 Beaded Hair cords 
[Enlarge coin to150% to fill the monitor screen to better view the details 
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Christian Gobrecht continued to alter the Coronet cent type 
again in 1837, also in 1839, and lastly--as the 3“ Chief Engraver--in 
1843. Directly above are two subtle varieties of the 1837 Coronet cent. 
The coin on the left, graded AU-55 shows Miss Liberty with a plain 
hair cord on the upper right side of the obverse while the one on 
right, graded AU-58, displays a beaded hair cord in the same spot 
which would remain on the large cent through the end of its run. Both 
coins are outstanding examples of the type which the author acquired at 
the 2000 ANA Convention held in Philadelphia that summer. 





Detail showing the plain and beaded hair cords enlarged 


(Continued on page 3, column 1) 
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(Continued from page 2, column 2) 





The 1842 Petite Head large cents 
N-1, small date, graded XF-40 over N-3, large date, graded XF-45 
[Enlarge coin to150% to fill the monitor screen to better view the details] 


When the Close Collar had been inserted into the coin press 
during the late 1820s thru the ‘30s, the cent denomination was slightly 
reduced in size from 29 mm to 27.5 mm. This occurred in 1835. 
Christian Gobrecht--who by then had joined the US Mint as an 
assistant to our 2" Chief Mint engraver, William Kneass was asked by 
Robert Maskell Patterson--who was Mint Director at the time--to 
revise certain aspects of the Coronet large cent design. By 1839 and 
again in 1840, a slightly new version of the coin began to appear 
known as the Petite Head. Instead of the Bust of Liberty being erect, 
her head now appeared to tip down just a bit. The rims of the coin were 
thickened and the dates sometimes appeared either small or large as 
with the lettering on the reverse side of the coin. 


While Dr. William Sheldon is best known as the attributor of 
the die varieties of the early US copper series coined from 1793 thru 
1814, Numismatist and dealer, Harold Newcomb was one of the earlier 
specialists involved with identifying the die varieties of the large cent 
types that followed dated 1816 through 1857 which explains the letter 
N appearing ahead of a numeral. 





An 1852 Braided Hair” Mature Head” large cent graded AU-50 
[Enlarge coin to150% to fill the monitor screen to better view the details] 


From 1844 thru 1857 the large cent was referred to as the 
Braided Hair/ Mature Head type with mintages ranging from 2,398,752 
in 1844 to as high as 9,889,707 in 1851, with the 1852 having a total of 
5,063,094 struck the fifth highest mintage for the series. The coin is 
therefore quite common and affordable in grades as high as MS-63, 
possibly MS-64. In 1837, Gobrecht continued to tinker with improving 
the appearance of the original Coronet or “Matron Head” design. He 
finally came up with the perfect design type in 1843 with the so-called 
“Mature Head” design as part of the Braided Hair series turned out to 
be the aesthetic highpoint of large cent series. Ironically, Gobrecht 
passed away in 1844. By the 1850s, the popularity of both the half-cent 





and large cent bad begun to fade, probably due to the heaviness of the 
large cent in particular and the lack of need for the fractional half-cent 
as hardly any items were priced in fractions anymore. The last half- 
cents and large gents were made in 1857 with just 35,180 coined for the 
half-cent. 





An 1857 Mature Head large cent, N-1, R2 large date graded AU-50 
Enlarge coin to150% to fill the monitor screen to better view the details] 


1857 represented a memorable year in US coin history for it 
was the final year the large cent was struck since its beginnings in 
1793. The reported mintage for the Mature Head coin-type was 
333.546 compared with the previous dates having been stuck in the 
millions and the coin was struck with a large date and a small date. 





An 1857 Mature Head large cent, N-4, R2 small date graded MS-60 
Enlarge coin to150% to fill the monitor screen to better view the details] 

As far as the one can discern, the main differences between 
the two 1857 large cents appear to be the size of the date. The large 
date was acquired back in 1987 from a dealer who was notably precise 
on his grading which accounts for the AU-50 grade while the small 
date specimen, acquired exactly thirteen years later in March, 2000 as 
an MS-60 which appears similar in grading. The writer would grade 
both AU-58 in today’s numismatic market. The important aspect 1s how 
attractive the Gobrecht large cent design truly is. 





An 1857 Flying Eagle cent graded MS-63 by PCGS 
[Enlarge coin to150% to fill the monitor screen to better view the details] 


In February of 1857, a new coin emerged which wasn’t all that new 
since the obverse featured the flying eagle reverse that had appeared on 
the 1836 Gobrecht dollar reverse, only instead of 
soaring upward in a sea of stars, it is shown 
flying horizontally on the obverse of the new 
“penny” with no other features except for the 
legend, UNITED STATES OF AMERICA and the 
date with 1857 centered at the bottom. The 
reverse displayed a wreath of corn, cotton, wheat 
and tobacco as described in Mort Reed’s 
Encyclopedia of US Coins,) with ONE over 
CENT centered inside the wreath. 


Christian Gobrecht 


(Continued on page 4, column 1) 
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Collecting Large Cents ending in Twos & Sevens 
(Continued from page 3, column 2) 


The new smaller copper-nickel coin was actually designed by 
James Barton Longacre although he borrowed 
the Flying eagle concept from renowned 
artist, Titian’s Peale, which Gobrecht 
originally engraved soaring upward on the 
reverse of his 1836 silver dollar. The mintage 
for the 1857 Flying Eagle cent was 
17,450,000, the largest for the cent 
denomination up to that time and it was 
popular with the people due to its more 
comfortable smaller and lighter size. 





James Barton Longacre 


For collectors interested in obtaining at an example of a large 
cent at a nominal cost, the author recommends any date from the 1850s 
certified AU-50 to MS-63. Respectable dealers who specialize in early 
American copper large cents, however, tend to grade more stringently 
than PCGS or NGC and from anyone of this dealer, you could acquire a 
uncertified specimen, but only if it has eye appeal within the grade. 


This article began with the 1802 Draped Bust large cent-- 
which despite its age of 220 years as this is being written--had a large 
mintage for its era--but as a rule, most of the earlier U.S large cent 
types tend to have smaller mintages, circulated heavily and are scarcer 
and far more expensive than the Coronet, Petite Head or Mature Head 
series struck from 1816 thru 1857. 


The mini set on the previous page that includes the 1857 
large and small date large cents along with the reduced size Flying 
eagle small cent are considered common dates despite being 165 years 
old having survived approximately seven generations. All three were 
struck during the administration of William 
Buchanan; our 15" president, three years before 
Abraham Lincoln was nominated for president 
by the newly formed Republican Party which 
occurred shortly before the Civil War began. 
The author’s interest in coin collecting started 
as a teen when his father showed him a fairly 
well warn 1857 Flying Eagle small cent he 
found in a gum machine on a NYC subway 
station that Presidents Buchanan and Lincoln 
could have used. 





William Buchanan 


Looks a little bit like Scrooge, doesn’t he? 


Postscript 





An 1850 Mature Head large cent graded AU-50 
[Enlarge coin to150% to fill the monitor screen to better view the details] 


The author became interested in the large cents series in the 1980s 
when the late date BU Mature Head types were selling for as little as 
$25.00, grading AU-55. The earlier types struck from 1793 thru 1814 
were always scarce to rare; many usually fraught with numerous 
problems such as porosity or doctoring which is why problem-free 
coins are very pricey even in the lower grades. The Coronets and 
Braided Hair types are more affordable with lots of good buys. 








Coins of 1962-D, 60 years ago 
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BU Obverses of the US Coins of 1962-D 
[Enlarge coin to150% to fill the monitor screen] 


At the beginning of 1962, our nation was 
coming out of small recession; the third since 
the end of the Second World War. John F. 
Kennedy was in the second year of his 
presidency and despite the slightly sluggish 
economy, was still very popular with the 
American people. As for our coinage, compared 
to the 19" century, when we had as many as 
seventeen denominations in 1873, only five coins were being 
used in commerce going back to 1936 when the Peace dollar 
was retired after the previous year. Gone also were the female 
icons representing Liberty on our coins. We were just like many 
world nations placing men of political fame on our obverses 
while during the ‘60s the reverse featuring the eagle fully on just 
one coin, the quarter, and as an afterthought, a tiny replica of the 
eagle to the right of the Liberty Bell on the reverse of the 


The 





The BU reverses of the US coins of 1962-D 
[Enlarge coin to150% to fill the monitor screen to better view the details] 
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AUGUSTA COIN CLUB, INC. 
MINUTES OF MEETING 
February 17, 2022 


The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. at 
the Sunrise Grill by President, Shelby Plooster. We had 40 
members present. 


Secretary's Report: 
The January 20, 2022 minutes were not read. A copy is 
kept on file. Treasurer's Report: 


Treasurer's Report was sent by email by Stacey 
Plooster. We have $14,491.45 deposited in the checking 
account. 


Prize Winners: 

Winner of the 50/50 raffle was Bryan Hoyt ($42.00). Tony 
Peters and David Chism each won a 2021 Silver Eagle. 
Type 1 


Our Upcoming Spring Coin Show 

May 20 (Friday) and May 21 (Saturday) 2022 are 
the dates for our spring show; Steve Nix, Bourse 
Chairman. The show will be held at the Columbia County 
Exhibition Center located at the Grovetown off Exit 190 of 
I-20 near the Wal-Mart shopping center and eateries. The 
dealers can set up on Thursday night from 4 to 8 pm. Club 
president; Shelby Plooster has asked the membership to 
please help at the show. Mr. Sammy Lucky provides our 
post cards that we mail out to members and former show 
attendees. Thank you, Mr. Lucky 


Show and Tell: 

Arno Safran displayed both non-gold replicas of 
the two $4.00 gold Stella varieties; the Flowing Hair by 
Charles E. Barber and the Coiled Hair by George T. 
Morgan, (best known for the dollar that bears his name.). 
The actual gold coins were originally struck as patterns in 
1879 and 1880 and were intended to match the value of 
the Austrian gold florin coins used in Europe, but neither 
came to fruition. A goodly number of the Stellas were 
handed out to VIPs in congress and elsewhere and are 
valued in the hundred of thousands of dollars today. 


Shelby Plooster displayed an attractive 1877 
Trade dollar housed in a PCGS old green holder certified 
AU-50 and passed it around along with another example 
showing clash marks to share with David Chism’s talk. 


The Program: 

David Chism gave a program on Trade dollars 
and the history of the Augusta Coin Club. Trade dollars 
(420 grains of fine silver) were used for commerce in the 
Far East. The Chinese merchants would place chop 
marks on the coins to check to make sure they were 
silver. The U.S. Trade dollars were minted from 1873 to 
1885. David Chism joined a coin club in Mississippi where 
he bought his first Trade dollar in Birmingham, Alabama. 
David then started collecting nickels from _ pinball 
machines. David was hurt on the job and lost everything. 
The need for work brought David to Augusta in 1985. 


David Chism and Dennis Holmes started to put on 3 to 4 
coin shows a year. The shows lost money however and 
they had to give it up. David said that the Club started in 
1959 and he then passed out a copy of the original charter 
membership and by-laws. He then mentioned several of 
the long time members, which included Coroner Leroy 
Sims (who sold 800 raffle tickets for each show), also, 
Tom McBurney and Benny Boglar, two former club 
presidents. Other contributing members were Gordon 
Farmer, Ed Deketeleare, Glenn Sanders, Joe Bert, Arno 
Safran and John Attaway. 


In 2003, Glenn Sewell arranged for a coin show 
and then he quit at the last minute. David Chism came to 
the rescue and put on a fine show. 


President Shelby Plooster gave David a certificate 
of appreciation for his fine program. 


Regarding our 2022 club medallion, we will choose 
one of the suggestions sent in by members previously at 
our March, 17 meeting. If you have a photo of a popular or 
historic site within the CSRA, please bring it in. 


Old Business: 2021 Club dues $15.00 per year are due 
for those who have yet to pay it. Perfect attendance for 
those who attend every meeting in 2022 has been 
reinstated. The 2023 Red Books will be on sale in April 
for $10.00 for wire bound and $12.00 for hard copies. 
Anyone that gives a program will be eligible for a drawing 
for a one- tenth gold coin. Please leave a tip for drinks at 
the Sunrise Grill. 


Starting in February the 50/50 drawing will change 
to the winner of the 50/50 monthly drawing qualifying for a 
drawing consisting of six state quarters. If they draw a 
Georgia quarter, they will win the jackpot: if not the pot 
rolls over to the next month. Program presenters will 
qualify for a drawing for a one-tenth Gold Eagle in 
December. 


New Business: 
YN, Isabelle Smith will give the March program on 
Mercury dimes. 


Area Shows: 
Spartanburg Coin 
Spartanburg, SC 


Atlanta Coin Show March 6, 2022 Atlanta, GA 


Tennessee State Show March 4-6, 2022 Chattanooga, TN 
GNA Show April 8-10, 2022 Dalton, GA 


Clun’s Monthly Coin Auction: 

Burles Johnson ran the auction (13 lots). Glenn 
Sanders and others delivered the goods as the auction 
was carried on therefore speeding the auction up. Bids 
recorder was Tommy Rhoden. 


Respectively Submitted, 
jfofn Shomas Uttaway 


Show February 18-20, 2022 
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One of the editor’s biggest mistakes 





An 1846 Liberty Seated dime graded Fine-15 by the dealer 
[Enlarge coin to150% to fill the monitor screen to better view the details] 


For those who are aware of the 1846 Liberty Seated dime as 
being the “key” to the Liberty Seated dime set, the author acquired that 
coin back in June 5, 1994 at a weekly show held in the town of 
Parsippany, NJ about nine miles due west along Route 4 from the 
George Washington Bridge, the northern gateways to NYC. Being 
located in what was called the Tri-State area, dealers would cone from 
as far as New Haven, Connecticut and as far south as Philadelphia to 
set up at the show each week. For ardent collectors who resided in the 
heavily populated area and its surroundings, this was a tremendous 
boon for many specializing in mostly obsolete US coins and large size 
US paper money although there were dealers of foreign and ancient 
coins set up as well. 


At that period in my life, my lovely wife, Vilma was in the 
throes of working on her doctorial dissertation for Rutgers University 
and as a high school teacher, needed at least one of the two days of the 
weekend for research and concentration, so she was actually glad to 
have me get away for most of the day to see what I could find for my 
collection. So, on this particular summer day, I drove the hour and a 
half drive from Lakewood, NJ located ten miles from the Jersey shore 
along the Garden State Parkway northward towards Parsippany which 
was situated just below the NY state border not far from Giants 
Stadium. Upon entering the bourse room, the place was already packed 
with dealers and collectors, some who were colleagues of mine from 
the various New Jersey coin clubs along with the dealers I had come to 
respect. There was a sense of camaraderie amongst both seller and 
buyer. 

The author wasn’t there twenty minutes when he spotted the 
1846 Liberty Seated dime shown above at one of a familiar dealer’s 
tables and he obtained the coin for $100. This was at a tine when third 
party certification was still in its infancy when many coins were still 
being sold raw; the 1846 dime having been graded Fine-15. 


Fast forward to 2013 where at the FUN show in Orlando, FL 
in January, 2013, both PCGS and NGC grading companies were set up 
at opposite sides of the huge bourse hall. The author had decided it was 
time to certify a number of his acquisitions he purchased before and 
shortly after “third party certification” known as “slabbing” began, so 
he spent at least two hours filling out the necessary forms regarding 
each coin he submitted in equal amounts to both companies. Around 
four weeks later he received them slabbed and graded but to his 
surprise and disappointment, some of his better date coins were graded, 
“GENUINE”, “Cleaned” and the 1846 rare dime was one of them. 


Later in April of 2013, he decided to rid himself of the coins 
that were graded “Genuine” or cleaned at the Georgia Numismatic 
Association show, and found a couple of dealers who bought these and 
paid good prices for the scarcer ones, so he decided to sell the 1846 
dime when the dealer offered him $550. It seemed a fair price at the 
tine but today it is worth a lot more and he is much more aware now, 
that even with the tag of “Genuine” on the slab, if the coin is rare and 
has eye appeal, it’s worth keeping because there are many slabbed 
coins on the internet that may not have been cleaned or altered but 
appear stained, weekly struck or just plain ugly that despite their being 
legitimate, do not compare with an attractive, if “improved” rarity. 
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